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6.Write the appropriate ending to the story given below
The Escape
(after W.S. Maugham)

Roger Charing was no longer young when he fell in love with Ruth Barlow and he had had enough
experience to make him careful; but Ruth Barlow had a gift that makes most men defenceless. This
was the gift of pathos. Mrs. Barlow was twice a widow'. She had splendid dark eyes and they were
the most moving | ever saw. They seemed to be always on the point of filling with tears and you felt
that her sufferings had been impossible to bear. Mrs. Barlow was one of those unfortunate persons
with whom nothing goes right. If she married the husband beat her; if she employed a broker he
cheated her; if she took a cook she drank.
When Roger told me that he was going to marry her, | wished him joy. As for me I thought she was
stupid and as hard as nails. :
- Roger introduced her to his friends. He gave her lovely jewels. He took her everywhere. Their
marriage was announced for the nearest future. Roger was very pleased with himself, he was
committing a good action.
Then suddenly he fell out of love. I don't know why. He realized that Ruth Barlow had made up her
mind to marry him and he swore that nothing would make him marry her. Roger knew it wouldn't
be easy. Roger didn't show that his feelings. to Ruth Barlow had changed. He remained attentive to
all her wishes, he took her to dine at restaurants, he sent her flowers, he was charming.
They were to get married as soon as they found a house that suited them; and they started looking
for residences. The agents sent Roger orders to view' and he took Ruth to see some houses. It was
very difficult to find anything satisfactory. They visited house after house. Sometimes they were too
large and sometimes they were too small; sometimes they were too far from the centre and
sometimes they were too close; sometimes they were too expensive and sometimes they wanted too

many repairs; sometimes they were too stuffy and sometimes they were too airy. Roger always
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Think of the ending to the story and write it in the space below.
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