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1. Comment on the following extract.

Is there necessarily a limit to human aging? The wish to extend the human lifespan has a
long tradition in many cultures. Optimistic views of the possibility of achieving this goal through
the latest developments in medicine feature increasingly in serious scientific and philosophical
discussion. Focusing on interventions in biological ageing, one can distinguish between research
that is first and foremost aimed at prolonging life by slowing or even arresting ageing processes and
research that is directed at combating the diseases that seem to be intrinsically connected with
biological ageing.

The papers nowadays don’t argue that human lifespan is limitless. But they note that it’s
premature to accept that a maximum lifespan for humans exists. It’s equally possible, they
say, that humans will continue to live longer, and therefore might survive beyond 115 years.

It was reasonable that when everybody lived to 50 that the very long lived, for whatever
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reason — genetics or luck — would make it to 80. If people live on average to 80 or 90, like
they do now, then the very long lived make it to 110 or 120. So if the average lifespan keeps
expanding, that would mean the long-lived would live even longer, beyond 115 years. But
what happens if we all live to 100, 110, 120 or beyond? Society will obviously look very different

and life may seem not too enjoyable.
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2. Read the fable and write down the moral it contains in the space below the fable.

The Ant and the Grasshopper Fable.

In the field one summer’s day a Grasshopper was hopping about, chirping and singing to its heart
content. An Ant passed by, bearing along with great toil an ear of corn he was taking to the nest.
“Why not come and chat with me,” said the Grasshopper, “instead of toiling and moiling in that
way? ”

8. Insert the required articles where necessary. If no article is required put X.

I. We sent AQ results of ’EM vote to ﬁ& Hague by X letter. 2. It was

rain. 3.So I thought we could have @
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holiday, and no games on E{ﬂ account of _{ in. 3.
good dinner and goto £ ballet to olshoi Theatre.

9. These are among the best novels of the English-speaking world. Who are their authors?

Book Author
1. ‘No Deals, Mr.Bond’ JF Im ' yﬁ
2. ‘Pygmalion’ & S}\QW
3. ‘The Picture of Dorian Grey 0 . (,J| l A o
4. ‘Don Juan’ ()’ E uron
5. ‘The Citadel’ D( Crgn; N
6. ‘A Farewell to Arms,’ E ‘ H Um.\V\fj‘VJ &5
7. “The Titan’ T, QrQ;W
8. ‘Tender is the Night’ F.o F itzglredd
9. ‘White Fang’ ). London
10. ‘Jane Eyre ° L;\ Y;);V\Q/’\{e

Authors: Ch. Bronte, E. Hemingway, J. Flemzng,iﬁhglv 0. W II%G Byron, A. Cronin, Th.

Dreiser, F. S Fitzgerald, J. London

10. Find and underline idioms in the sentences in the left column of the table. Write down
your sentences with the same meaning but without the idiom in the right one.

Sentences with idioms

Sentences without idioms
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3. Jack and Bert went through thick and thin
together in the war, and they have been
great friends ever since.
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4. The footballs autographed by the state
champion were selling like hotcakes.
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5. It was raining cats and dogs so I couldn’t

walk to the store.
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6. Answer the question and comment on the statement.

If now the computer already helps us to think, sometime it inevitably will start to think and act.
What if created by hands and brains of the person the computer, really, unexpectedly will leave

from under the control.
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7. Explain the meaning of the following words which reflect peculiarities of British and
American cultures.
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“I’m helping to lay up food for winter,” said the Grasshopper; “and recommend you to do the
same.”

“Why bother about winter?” said the Grasshopper; “we have got plenty of food at present.”

But the Ant went on its way and continued its toil.

When the winter came the Grasshopper had no food and found itself dying of hunger, while it saw
the ants distributing every day corn and grain from the stores they had collected in the summer.

Then the Grasshopper knew what to do next autumn.
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3. Find and underline ten mistakes (lexical and grammar) and write the wrong variant in the
left and the correct variant in the right column of the table below the text.

When he saw his wife off at the station, he returned home as he hadn’t to be at the airport till 9.30.

He hadn’t to pack, for his wife already did that for him and his case was ready in the hall. He didn’t
_— -
have to check the door and windows neither for his wife always did that before she had left the

house. All he had to be done was to decide whether or not to take his overcoat with himﬁ. At the end

he decided not to. At 8.30 he picked up his case, went out of the house and slammed the door

behind him. Then he felt in his pockets for the key, for his wife had reminded him to double-lock
the front door. When he had —s_cza}ggg,all his pockets and found no key he remembered where it
was. He lﬁﬁ it in his overcoat pocket. Then he remembered something else: his passport and a ticket

was in his overcoat pocket as well.
—
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4. Comment on the following quotation:
Knowledge speaks, but wisdom listens

(Jim Hendrix)
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Comment on the
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story in pictures.
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